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*Space is limited. If you require special accommodations, please provide a written description of your needs.
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What is “The California Delta” ?

The California Delta is located roughly between Sacramento on the north and Stockton on the
south and encompasses about 1,000 miles of waterways. The main contributing rivers are the
Sacramento River, coming in from the north, and the San Joaquin River, coming in from the
south. Other rivers feeding into the two major rivers include the American River, the Mokelumne
River, the Cosumnes River, and the Calaveras River. This labyrinth of rivers eventually empties
into the Pacific Ocean through the San Francisco Bay. “It is through the channels of the Delta
that [...] water must pass to satisfy the needs of the Delta, the agricultural lands of the San
Joaquin Valley, the San Francisco Bay area and the densely populated southlands.”

The Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta is a region where two of California's largest rivers meet.
Freshwater from the rivers mingles with saltwater from the Pacific Ocean, creating the West
Coast’s largest estuary. The Delta is the hub of the State’s water distribution system, and about
two-thirds of all Californians and millions of acres of irrigated farmland rely on the Delta for water.

What is “The Bay Model”?

The Bay Model is a three-dimensional hydraulic model of San Francisco Bay and Delta areas
capable of simulating tides and currents. The Model is over 1.5 acres in size and represents an
area from the Pacific Ocean to Sacramento and Stockton, including: the San Francisco, San
Pablo, and Suisun Bays and a portion of the Sacramento - San Joaquin Delta.
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*  http:/lwww.spn.usace.army.mil/bmvc/teachers/teacher_guide/6.html
*  http://www.water.ca.gov/swp/delta.cfm

*  http:/lwww.spn.usace.army.mil/bmvc/bmjourney/bmj.html



