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PLANT OF THE YEAR 

(LARGE) 

 
PLANT OF THE YEAR  

(SMALL) 

 
OPERATOR  

OF THE YEAR 

1968 City of Colton WQCP   
1969 Corona Regional WTP   
1970 IRWD   
1971 City of Riverside WQCP   
1972 Big Bear Lake San. Dist.   
1973 CSDOC, Plant 2   
1974 Moulton Niguel WD, Plant 

3-A 
  

1975 Moulton Niguel WD, Plant 
3-A 

 Bill Kale (EMWD) * 

1976 EMWD, Hemet-San Jacinto 
WRF 

 Glen Prentice (MNWD) 

1977 City of Colton  John Williams (MNWD)* 
1978 OCWD  John Williams (MNWD) 
1979 Sun City WRF  Ralph Sogliuzzo (So. Coast WD) 
1980 CBMWD, Tert. Treat Plt 1  Ron Meeks (San Bernardino) 
1981 CSDOC, Plant No. 1  Heinz Rodhler (OCWD) 
1982 IRWD, Michelson 

Treatment Plant 
 John Souza (OCWD) 

1983 OCWD-Water Factory 21  John Taylor (MNWD) 
1984 Oso Creek Water Rec. 

Plant 
 Alex Kendrick (CSDOC) 

1985 Moulton Niguel WD-John 
Williams 

 Gail Briggs (Riverside) 

1986 South Coast WD-Gerry 
Baldwin 

 Brian Bertsch (IRWD) 

1987 SERRA-Mike Wilson  Leo Rognlie (SMWD) 
1988 Irvine Ranch WD-Mark 

Gingras 
 Gary Mercer (EMWD) 

1989 CSDOC,  Plant 2-John 
Finias 

 Jeffrey Reed (CSDOC) 

1990 Chiquita WRP (SMWD)-
Ron Henke 

 Marshall Locke (EMWD) 

1991 City of Riverside WQCP-
Gail Briggs 

 Mike Rosen (SMWD)* 

1992 Trabuco Canyon WD-Brian 
Bertsch 

 Kris Hanberg (TCWD) 

1993 CSD Orange County, Plant 
2-Rory Nelson * 

 Gerald Bossard (Riverside) 

1994 Chino Basin MWD-Jack 
Frazier 

Elsinore Valley MWD 
(Ted Eich) 

John King (YVWD) 

1995 City of Riverside-Gail 
Briggs McPherson 

EMWD, Perris Valley  
(Bill Kale) 

Jim Phillips (SMWD) 

1996 CSDOC, Plant No. 2 
(Doug Cook) 

EVMWD, Horsethief Canyon 
RP 
(Ted Eich) 

Pete Brown (CSDOC) 

1997 OCWD, Water Factory 21 
(Don Hurdle) 

EMWD, Temecula WRF 
(Steve Ingersol) 

Ray Resendez (IRWD) 
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PLANT OF THE YEAR 

(LARGE) 

 
PLANT OF THE YEAR  

(SMALL) 

 
OPERATOR  

OF THE YEAR 

1998 IRWD, Michelson WRP 
(Mark Gingras) 

SMWD, Chiquita WRP 
(Wade Spect) 

Ron Johnson (SMWD) 

1999 City of San Bernardino 
MWD, San Bernardino 
WRF (Steve Schultz) 

ETWD 
(Wes Mautz) 

Dennis McBride (Riverside) 

2000 OCSD, Plant 1 (Ted 
Mauter) 

Elsinore Valley MWD 
Railroad Canyon WRP (Ted 
Eich) 

Kevin Lee (Yucaipa Valley WD) 
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LABORATORY 

PERSON OF THE 
YEAR 

ELECTRICAL / 
INSTRUMENTATION 

TECHNICIAN 
OF THE YEAR 

MECHANICAL 
MAINTENANCE 

PERSON 
OF THE YEAR 

1983 Bill Melendez (Corona)   
1984 Jeremy Davis (OCWD)   
1985 Tom Pesich (CSDOC)   
1986 Michael  Creighton 

(EMWD) 
 Ron Crim (IRWD) 

1987 Claire Harrison (EMWD)  Jim Offord (MNWD) 
1988 Cindy Beck (LAWD)  Jim Denton (IRWD) 
1989 Rebecca Schwartz (YVWD)  Phillip Poole (CBMWD) 
1990 Virginia Godoy (Riverside)  Willie Reyes (IRWD) 
1991 Alfred Javier (EMWD)  Gary Welman (CSDOC) 
1992 Mary Ann Long (Redlands)  Mike Samples (OCWD) 
1993 Susann Thomas (ES 

Babcock & Sons) 
 Peter Morrison (CSDOC) 

1994 Norma Leopando (CSDOC)  John Edwards (EMWD) 
1995 Anicia Yambot (Riverside)  Walter Faickney (Riverside) 
1996 Steven Gierhart (EMWD)  Frank Garza (Corona) 
1997 Veronica Seyde (IRWD) Bill Chandler (IRWD) Simon Watson (CSDOC) * 
1998 Keith Bacon (AWMA) Bill Wallin (OCSD) NONE 
1999 Gina Cloutier (Riverside) Michael Leone (EMWD) * James Redding (ETWD) 
2000 Thaxton van Belle (YVWD) Christopher Phelps 

(SBMWD) 
Jon Bradley (SBMWD) 
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INDUSTRIAL AND 
HAZARDOUS WASTE 

PERSON OF THE 
YEAR 

COLLECTION SYSTEM 
PERSON OF THE 

YEAR 

SUPERVISOR OF THE 
YEAR 

1990 Nina Menard (CBMWD) Tom Blanda (CSDOC) N/A 
1991 Gary DeFrese (Riverside) Vivian Potter (Rancho CA) N/A 
1992 John Gundlach (CBMWD) Patrick Danahy 

(Fountain Valley) 
N/A 

1993 Mahin Talebi (CSDOC)* Abdel Kilani (IRWD) N/A 
1994 Regan Bailey (Riverside) * Louie Serrano (CSDOC) N/A 
1995 Rich von Langen (CGvL) Joe Constantino (IRWD) N/A 
1996 Jeff Carter (EMWD) Robert Hazzard (ETWD) N/A 
1997 Kelly Christensen (CSDOC) Keevan Kirtley (MNWD) N/A 
1998 Andy Coady (Riverside) Edward Peterson (ETWD) N/A 
1999 Jim Watson 

(San Bernardino) 
Johnny Bennett (Riverside) Bob Waters (AWMA) 

2000 Dan Duffield (EMWD) Robert Barnard (EVMWD) Ron Wade (OCSD) 
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COLLECTION  
SYSTEM  

OF THE YEAR 
 (LARGE) 

COLLECTION 
 SYSTEM  

OF THE YEAR  
(MEDIUM) 

COLLECTION  
SYSTEM  

OF THE YEAR  
(SMALL) 

1990 CSDOC  WMWD 
1991 CSDOC IRWD WMWD 
1992 CSDOC City of Fountain Valley WMWD 
1993 City of Riverside*  

(Henry Williams) 
IRWD  
(Bill Gray) 

WMWD  
(Mike Leebert) 

1994 CSDOC 
(Ken Ramey) 

ETWD  
(Ralph Palomares) 

City of Fountain Valley 
(James Sharp) 

1995 CSDOC 
(Ken Ramey) 

ETWD  
(Ralph Palomares) 

City of Newport Beach  
(Jeff Saukey) 

1996 City of San Bernardino 
(Elias Shehab) 

IRWD 
(A.T. Kilani) * 

EVMWD 
(Ted Eich) 

1997 MNWD 
(Brad Buington) 

ETWD  
(Ralph Palomares) 

NONE 

1998 EMWD 
 (Gabriel Necochea) * 

IRWD 
(A.T. Kilani) * 

ETWD 
(Ralph Palomares) 

1999 OCSD 
(Tom Blanda) 

EVMWD 
(Ted Eich) * 

LAWD 
(Ken Peterson) 

2000 IRWD  
(A.T. Kilani) 

NONE ETWD 
(Ralph Palomares) 
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PUBLIC 
EDUCATION 

LARGE  
BUDGET 

PUBLIC 
EDUCATION 

SMALL 
BUDGET 

 
ENGINEERING 
ACHIEVEMENT 

 
RESEARCH 

ACHIEVEMENT 

1992   Boyle Engineering 
(Vic Opincar) 

OCWD 
(James Reilly) * 

1993   John Carollo 
Engineers 
(Mary Lee) * 

CSDOC 
(Chloe Dao) 

1994 SARBS  
(Craig Boyd) 

 CH2M Hill 
(Fred Soroushian) 

CBMWD 
(Doug Drury) 

1995 IRWD (Tom Ash) City of Riverside 
(Paul Shaffer) 

CBMWD 
(Bill Hill) 

City of Riverside 
(Gail McPherson) * 

1996 EMWD 
(Judy Lankey) 

NONE Montgomery Watson 
(Ajit Bhamrah) & 
EVMWD (Ted Eich) 

CSDOC/OCWD 
(Bill Dunivin) 

1997 City of Riverside 
(Paul Shaffer) 

NONE IRWD 
(Arseny Kalinsky) 

CSDOC (Chloe Dao) 

1998 OCWD  
(Ron Wildermuth) 

EVMWD 
(Mark Dennis) 

ETWD/Carollo 
(Wed Mautz) 

OCSD 
(Jeff Brown) 

1999 IRWD 
(Marylin Smith) 

NONE OCSD/Carollo 
(Larry Kraemer) * 

IRWD 
(Arseny Kalinsky) 

2000 NONE OCSD 
(Ingrid Hellebrand) 

Riverside/ 
Montgomery Watson 

NONE 
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SAFETY 
(LARGE) 

 
SAFETY 

(MEDIUM) 

 
SAFETY 
(SMALL) 

1992    
1993    
1994 AWMA/SERRA 

(Tom Rosales) 
 EMWD 

(Dan Noblitt) 
1995 City of Riverside 

(Elise Macinka) 
 ETWD 

(Wes Mautz) 
1996  EMWD, Moreno Valley 

RWRF (Dan Noblitt) 
City of Corona WTP No. 1 
(Jonathan Daly) 

1997  EMWD 
(Steve Ingersoll) 

 

1998 IRWD 
(Bob Roth) 

IRWD 
 (Bob Roth) 

Hemet 
(Jet Somsuvanskul) 

1999 EMWD 
 (Jack Eastwood) 

NONE ETWD (Ralph Palomares) 

2000 IRWD 
(Bob Roth) 

SBWRP  
(Dion Castro) 

NONE 

 


